Notes on the American Dream	              Name _______________________________	

· The American Dream is based on the notion that _______________ people are afforded the _____________________ to overcome debilitating circumstances in order to ______________________________________________________________.
· No matter the _______________________, ___________________________, ____________________________, _____________________________, etc…
· From its inception, America has been peopled by ______________________ who believe in the idea of __________________________________, overcoming, _____________________________, sometimes even escaping one’s fate in another country, and building _____________________________________.

The foundation of the American Dream lies in 3 Main Beliefs:

· _____________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________
· _____________________________________________________________________

The Dream becomes a nightmare:
· In spite of this hopeful view of America, this “land of the opportunity” has its ___________________ side.
· ____________________________________
· ____________________________________
· ____________________________________
· ____________________________________
· ____________________________________
The PARADOX of the American Dream (a contradictory idea that reveals a truth)
· As people come to America in pursuit of their personal dreams, they ultimately _________________________ the hopes, ______________________, and _________________________ of others.

· Paradoxically, the American dream ___________________ itself.

· CONSIDER THE MCDONALD’S HAPPY MEAL:  How is its name a paradox?

A paradox is considered a fundamental form in literary and poetic language.  Think about what is paradoxical about each of the following lines from well known American phrases and famous literary works.
1. “…less is more…”

2.  "I can resist anything except temptation."

3.  “Everything right is wrong again.”

4.  "It's a secret between everyone and us."
[bookmark: paradox]
5.  "They have ears but hear not.

6.  "Deep down he's really very shallow."



7. “For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  Saint Paul, 2 Corinthians


8. [bookmark: _GoBack]“I am not solitary whilst I read and write, though nobody is with me.”  Ralph Waldo Emerson
