Into the Wild  Literature Circles


PART 1 Directions: 

As a group, choose 5 of the following questions for your Literature Circle discussion on Into the Wild.  Rotate responsibilities within your Literature Circle for each question.  See descriptions on the back.
1. We learn immediately that Chris dies during his journey, and the anecdotes and interviews are told in retrospective. Krakauer also presents the information about Chris in a non-chronological order. What is the effect of this narrative choice? What impact does this have on the reading process?
2. After graduating from college, Chris McCandless left Emory University with no intentions to return east (p. 22-23). Why do you think Chris changed his name to Alex (p. 23)? What was he hoping for with this new identity? What do you think of McCandless’ assertion that “nothing is more damaging to the adventurous spirit within a man than a secure future” (p. 57)? 
3. In Chris’s letter to Ronald Franz (p. 56-58), he encourages him to “adopt a helter-skelter style of life” of which each day is marked by a “new and different sun.” Is it possible to live fully without the extreme natural experiences that Chris seeks? What is Chris’s definition of independence or freedom? Are there any limitations or problems with that definition?
4. Many people concluded that McCandless was “mentally disturbed” and that he died a “foolish, pointless death.” (p. 71). Others, like Krakauer, are awed by his lofty ideals (p. 155). Was Chris McCandless courageous and noble, or a just another reckless idiot? 
5. Does the inclusion of Chris’ family story make you more or less sympathetic to him (p. 103-132)? Are readers supposed to sympathize with or understand the position of his parents or sister? How do his feelings towards his family change throughout the book? How would you describe Chris, both as presented by Krakauer and by those he interacts with throughout his travels? Is he likeable? Admirable? Irritating? Selfish? A loner? A genius? Are you sympathetic to Chris? Why or why not?
6. Consider the coroner’s, Krakauer’s, and others’ hypotheses of why Chris died.  Why does the cause of his death matter to some people?  Why do you think some people seem to despise Chris “so intensely” for dying in Alaska (p. 180)? 
7. Chris’s story remains popular more than 20 years after it happened. What do you think endures about his story? Why is it memorable? Can you think of any other “into the wild” type stories you have heard about or seen on the news? Would Chris’ story have mattered if he had lived? 
8. To what extent does Krakauer’s own history as a young rebellious risk-taker color his judgment of McCandless (p. 133-156)? Does Krakauer’s own experience serve to enlighten his—or your— understanding of Chris? What do you think Krakauer’s goals were in writing the text? Is this an informational piece? A tragedy we should feel sad about? A cautionary tale? 
GROUP MEMBERS: ______________________________________________________________________

CHOSEN QUESTIONS:____________________________________________________________________
All literature group members are equal and active participants in the discussion.  If you do not participate fairly, your group members or Mr. Ebert will discuss whether you should complete the entire assignment independently. 

Rotate the responsibilities within your group to give everyone equal chances to participate fairly.  Each person should be facilitator, recorder, and taskmaster at least once.  If your group does not have 6 members, someone must take an extra role.
· Recorder

This person takes notes during the discussion to keep track of group comments and 
ideas. This person will provide a legible copy (written or typed) of the ideas of the group 
for that question.
· Proofreader

This person needs to double check the recorder’s notes for accuracy, both in content, 


grammar.
· Facilitator

This person gets the discussion moving and keeps it moving by encouraging others.  This 


person should ask relevant questions of all group members so they will elaborate or 
clarify the thoughts they share.

· Taskmaster
This person should be sure each person is aware of his or her role for a given question.  He or she proposes a plan for how much time the group should spend on each question in order for the group to finish during class on Wednesday. He or she makes sure that the group stays on track and gets through a reasonable amount of material in a given time period.

· Summarizer


At the end of the discussion for each question, this person tells the group in his or her 
own words what the group discussed.  Other group members may add to the 
summarizer’s comments once he or she finishes.  No interrupting.
· Equalizer

This person ensures that conflicting ideas are fairly discussed; this person should listen carefully to make sure a group member’s ideas are not dismissed outright.  Even if a minority of the group feels a certain way, those ideas should be shared and reported fairly.

