Dark Romantic Short Story Analysis

Name _______________________
Each group is going to choose one of the following Dark Romantic short stories to read, analyze, and present to the class.  The presentation will be a PowerPoint which summarizes and analyzes the elements of the story characterized as Dark Romanticism.  

The goal is for each member of the group to become an expert on the author and his/her style of at least one specific story (the one you will present) where you can identify the plot structure, mood, style, symbolism, and Dark Romantic characteristics.  
1.
Select your story – First Come, First Served

Edgar Allan Poe


The Fall of the House of Usher







The Cask of Amontillado







The Black Cat







Hop-Frog







Ligeia







The Premature Burial


Nathaniel Hawthorne

Rappaccini's Daughter







The Minister's Black Veil







The Birth-mark







Dr. Heidegger's Experiment







Young Goodman Brown

2.
Locate a copy of the story to read and annotate (in textbook, Great 


American Short Stories, or online)

As you read, take notes or annotate the text for
· Plot – exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution
· Author’s Style 

· Elements of Dark Romanticism 
· Symbols

· Theme

3.
Determine your reading schedule so that your group has finished before 
class begins on Wednesday, April 29th.  

4.
Come to class on Monday with the copy of the story and your notes, 

ready to discuss the group-assigned reading with your group.  Feel free to 
meet outside of class if your schedules allow.  You may choose to read 


together, to discuss what you’ve read so far, or to begin working on slides.
5.
Come to class on Wednesday with the copy of the story and your notes, 


ready to discuss the WHOLE reading with your group.  

At that time, you will WORK TOGETHER to write a plot summary of the 
story that identifies the 5 elements of plot: exposition, rising action, 
climax, falling action, and resolution.  Be ready to be a contributor!  

Next, you will divide the elements of the project into fair and even tasks.  
Each group member should prepare slides for his/her portion of the 
presentation.  
6.
Come to class on Friday with the copy of the story and your completed 


slides.  


Each slide should be read, edited, and revised by all members of the 
group.  Any mistakes will result in a loss of points overall.


One group member should take the lead in compiling all of the slides into


one presentation and submit it on a flash drive to Mrs. Clay before the 


end of the block on Friday, May 1st.

The remaining group members will complete a group submission sheet to 


attach to a printed copy of the PowerPoint presentation.  
Dark Romanticism Project Rubric
· Plot 






20 points

· Author’s Style 




20 points

· Elements of Dark Romanticism 

20 points
· Symbols





20 points
· Theme





20 points

Note:  Extra Credit may be rewarded for additional slides, exceptional analysis in the presentation, a carefully annotated copy of the short story, and/or graphics/illustrations included in the PowerPoint.
Please alert me immediately if your group has a problem throughout the process.

