Journalism: Current Events Assignment
First Quarter 2014-2015
Objectives:

· Become more acquainted with professional journalism.

· Study and evaluate journalistic trends.

· Stay informed of local, national, and international current events.

· Analyze professional journalistic articles, graphics, and layout and incorporate these ideas into the scholastic newspaper.

Task:

For this project, you must find and cut out (or print if found on the Internet) an article concerning Landstown High School, the Virginia Beach School system, the media, or the lives/issues of teenagers by the deadlines listed below.  Then you should respond to the following for each: (please label responses by #).  Feel free to write or type your responses.
1. Write a summary of the article in no more than 5 sentences.

2. Record what newspaper, on what date and in what section the article was published. Evaluate whether this is a credible news publication?  Why or why not?
3. Explain what type of article it is – news, editorial, features, sports, etc.  Why?

4. Determine whether or not the article contains good journalistic writing.  Explain why or why not.

5. Explain how this article affects you as a student, as a journalist, as a teenager, etc.

Deadlines:

An article along with the written responses to the questions above are due on the following dates. Be prepared to present. All of these dates fall on Fridays! Each assignment will count as a separate project grade.  
· September 12
· September 26
· October 10
· October 24
Discussion:

You will be responsible for presenting this information to class during our weekly current events discussions.  As part of the discussion, think about whether we can cover this topic in any way in our newspaper.
Grading:

· Original, Photocopied, or Printed Article = 15 points
· 5 responses =  25 points
· Oral Presentation = 10 points
